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Despite the contagious Interest in comparative health promotion systems analysis, the field as a whole is poorly developed In
theoretical sophistication and the rigor of much of the empirical research. Most recent studies are descriptive and dominated
by a quantitative economic approach. However, little attention has been devoted to interdisciplinary input. In my study, | state
a hypothesis of convergence in which health systems were seen to be responding both to the developing dynamics of
science and technology, on the one hand, and to a variety of exogenous factors associated with resource levels, patterns of
morbidity, demography, and mass culture, on the other. The paper Is organized around primary elements of the convergence
approach. It also considers the distinctive impact of the state on national and international health promotion trends. It notes
how clinical and social aspects of health promotion can work to shape health system responses and their effectiveness; and
it records the shifting position of the medical profession amidst powerful eddies of change. Taken together, these
\@spectives yield an encompassing overview of comparative health care promotion developments. /
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Conclusions: Evidence on the effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of health promotion actions must be translated into guidance for policy
and practice, clearly communicated and applied. National and transnational mechanisms for the collection, collation and transfer of
9 knowledge of effective health promotion must be extended to improve practice. y
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